30 billion rubles for the production of light industrial and 
food products is an instance where the state has taken 
additional steps to assure the increased production of con- 
sumer goods (Pravda, May 29, 1960, p. 2). Moreover, 
the decision of August 1960 to increase investment in 
distribution facilities by at least 13 billion rubles is an 
example where the state has sought to assure more effi- 
cient distribution of this increased output of goods 
(Prarda, August 9, 1960, p. 1). 

The receipt of Mr. Kutt’s comments has placed me in 
a perplexing situation. He is not the only one to criticize 
this article. In a four column attack in the September 15, 
1960, issue of Sovetskaia torgovlia, V. Malykhin and Ia. 
Orlov take me to task for being a bourgeois apologist 
and for not acknowledging Soviet accomplishments. It’s 
nice to find oneself in the middle. I agree with Mr. Kutt 
that it is bad to overstate Soviet accomplishments, and I 
also agree with Messrs. Malykhin and Orlov that it is 
equally bad to understate them. I believe I have observed 
both injunctions in my article. It seems to me that the 
Russians are making a determined effort to overtake our 
standard of living, but considering the present state of 
their economy and the problems discussed in the article, 
“the possibility of the Russians catching up within the 
present generation seems very remote indeed.” 


SINO-SOVIET "DIVERGENT UNITY" 


To THE Epirors: I found the article “Pattern and Limits 
of the Sino-Soviet Dispute” by Zbigniew Brzezinski (Sep- 
tember-October 1960) to be one of the clearest and most 
detailed studies that I have read. As I was reading, it 
occurred to me that the Chinese seem io be doing to the 
Soviet Union just what the Soviets are trying to do to 
the Western powers—that is, putting them on the defen- 
sive. Perhaps this explains—-at least in part—the action 
of Khrushchev during recent months. 

However, the question now arises: Is it possible for the 
two major Communist countries to develop and prosper 
within “divergent unity” in much the same manner as 


the Western powers have done—irrespective of the differ- 


ences between them—or is the Communist discipline so 
strong that ideological or strategic differences would cause 
a serious upheaval within the Communist community? 

Perhaps, as this divergence persists and no steps are 
taken to mend the schism, it will grow and fester under 
a facade of unity until some day the alliance collapses as 
its underpinning is eaten away... . 


JAMES RIDDERVALD 
Derry, New Hampshire 
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